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Maestro Galla-Rini Honored

Some 36 years ago I started playing
accordion. Over the years since then, I
have been exposed to all types of music
and arrangements. It seemed though
that whenever I found a selection that
really stood out it always had the name
Galla-Rini onit. Overthe years Ilearned
more about this remarkable personality
and have collected a few recordings of
his in addition to a lot of his arrange-
ments. For those who would like to
know just how important Galla-Rini is
to the accordion, I would recommend
picking up a copy of “The Golden Age
of the Accordion”.

When the BAAC de-
cided to sponsor an ap-
preciation eve for the
Maestro, I was thrilled.
So I joined my wife and
some 250+ accordion afi-
cionados on Monday,
August 2 for what I felt
was a chance to pay back
the Maestro for all thathe
has given accordionists
over the years.

When Marian Kelly
asked me to write this
article for the BAAC
newsletter I was elated.

In fact, I was so “up” for the event that I
had ahard time concentrating on anything
else the last couple of days!

The Belmont Community Center worked
well for this concert. In spite of the large
turnout, everyone had good seats and the
sound system complimented the perform-
ers. Parking was easy, the building is
spacious and attractive, allowing us to
sell tapesin a separate area. And we made
good use of the kitchen.

In the spirit of a traditional BAAC meet-
ing, young Jan Schellenberger started out
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MARK YOUR CALENDARS

August 28, 29, Cotati Accordion Festi-
val, 11to 6 each day. Bring accordions!
Please call Marian, 415-854-1896, if
you are attending and can help staff our
booth for a couple hours either day. We
really need you, and must schedule
people in before the Event.

August 30, Monday. BAAC Septem-
ber meeting, House of Parties.. Date
changed to avoid Labor Day holiday.
Featuring Sev Garcia of Porterville
with a midi demonstration and concert.

September, third week. Button Box
Accordion Camp. Lake Tahoe. Call
Joe Smiell, 510-832-6938.

September 17-19. North-
east Squeeze-In, Washing-
ton, MA. Workshops, jam
sessions, concert and contra
dance. Call Accordion Con-
nection, 603-224-5227.
September 19th, Sunday.
BAAC members are invited
to play at Jack London
Square in Oakland from
11AM to 4PM. BAAC's fee
goes into our Performance
Fund. Call Andy Pagano at
510-522-1397 or Dominic
P. at 415-587-4495 if you
can join us!
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Anthony Galla-Rini's Evening , cont from p. 1

the festivities with an arrangement of
El Relicario by the Maestro. Eleven
year old Jan has only been playing for
about a year and a half. For someone

Jan Schellenberger

ot
.

Barbara Ann Martindale

Tchaikovsky’s Waltz of the Flowers,

with so little experience he plays like a
seasoned professional. I am sure that
someday when he is grown he will look

back on this special day as a highlight in
his life. The future of the accordion is in
the hands of youngsters like Jan. As
evidenced from his talent I think it safe to
say that the future of the accordion is
bright.

Next up was Marian Kelly with a great
performance of Galla-Rini’s ar-

. rangement of Fascination. Marian

never fails to deliver an inspired
performance. In particular, I enjoy
her musical interpretations.

Marian was next joined by Peter
DiBono for a duet of Caprice
Viennois (arranged by Mr. G R).
That piece was always a particular
favorite of mine. Peter informed us
(tongue in cheek) that the composer
F. Kreisler also made a pretty good
car!

Barbara Ann Martindale from
Vancouver was brought on stage for

Brahms’ Hungarian Dance
#5, and Ponchielli’s Dance
of the Hours, all arranged, of
course, by theevening’s spe-
cial guest. Barbara Annhad
appeared at aprevious club meet-
ing, so we knew that her perfor-
mance would be a highlight of
the evening. Prior to her perfor-
mance she offered remembrances
of past meetings with the Mae-
stro. It was obvious from her
kind remarks just how much of
an influence Galla-Rini has had
on her life. While she didn’t sing
at this performance, it should be
noted that Barbara Ann is quite
an accomplished opera singer
also. She is one talented lady!
Here is hoping that we can entice
her back for future performances
for our club.

Lou Fanucchi, who brought his par-
ents from San Diego, was next up. I
always enjoy Lou’s performances, and I
knew that Lou would dazzle us with
technical virtuosity. He played
Smetana’s Dance of the Comedians,
Astor Piazzola’s Revirado and
Waurthner’s La Campanella. Watching
Lou play is a treat. He performs techni-
cally demanding pieces like it was noth-
ing. Like Barbara Ann, Lou related
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Lou Fanucchi

stories of his days as a student under
Maestro Galla-Rini. He spoke of Galla-
Rini’s method of going directly to the
musical scores to adapt a selection to the
accordion. I have heard this before, and
I too have done this finding that one can
often get a better feel for the composi-
tion than playing directly from a “con-
densed” version written for piano, etc.

After a brief intermission Jorgen
Sundeqvist from Sweden came up to
entertainus. Galla-Rini considers Jorgen
his protegé and now we all understand
why Tony is so proud of him. I person-
ally had never heard Jorgen until that
night. After listening to him I decided




Newsletter of the BAY AREA ACCORDION CLUB, August, 1993

p-3

Anthony Galla-Rini's Evening , cont from p. 2

that I will have to add to my music tape
library. He knocked my socks off!
Jorgen’s expressive interpretations of a
wide variety of musical types kept ev-
eryone on the edge of their seats. He
brought forth from his accordion, a spe-
cially made Petosa, a glorious sound the
like of which few of us had ever heard.
If you wish to know more about Jorgen,
youmight wantto check outlastmonth’s
issue of the BAAC newsletter. His
musical choices ranged from a Galla-
Rini arrangement of anItalianlove song,
Dicitincello Vuie to an ethnic Bulgarian
piece and a Russian version of an Italian
polka (played by a Swede). The audi-
ence especially enjoyed Jorgen’s rendi-
tions of Chabrier’s Esparia Rhapsody
and Richard Rogers’ Sound of Music,
both arrangements by Mr. G.R., of
course. Jorgen mentioned that a Swed-
ish Viking doesn’ tdo too wellin warmer
climates...this was obvious as the audi-
ence watched the perspiration pouring

Jorgen Sundeqvist

from him as he played. Finally on his last
number, Cole Porter’s “Begin the
Beguine”, his soaked Petosa keys stuck at
the last couple of notes. Frankly, I wasn’t
convinced that the poor overworked ac-
cordion wasn’t sweating itself under the
fierce workout under one of the greatest
accordionists alive today!

Besides the outstanding entertainment,
the audience and the Maestro were treated
to areading of many letters of congratula-
tions from around the world which Peter
DiBono had solicited and assembled into a
lovely bound book. The fact that Maestro
Galla-Rini had given so much pleasure
over the years to others was noted by both
accordionists and appreciative listeners.
Even Ronald Reagan and some fellow
named Bill Clinton wrote letters of con-
gratulations.

Ed Massolo, Anthony Galla-Rini, Frank Panacci

Often times in an event of this magnitude
all of the people who assisted are forgotten
in the excitement of the moment. If the
club wants to continue on with great suc-
cess, as it has had so far, we need to thank
all of those individuals who volunteered
their time. Peter Di Bono is firstin line for
thanks. He has been thinking through all
of the pieces of this concert for several
months and has carried out a great many of
them single handedly. He delegated a few
things, though: the thankless job of ad-
missions was ably handled by Frank
Montoro and Rusty Bartoli; Jim Firpo
helped setting up the stage which looked
very professional; a special thanks goes to
Bob Delgado and Reno DiBono for their
tweaking of the sound system; the selling
of performers’ tapes was handled by Jim

cont.onp.4
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CortAatI FESTIVAL

A couple of last minute items regarding
the Cotati Festival:

I. The BAAC booth will feature more
than 50 titles of cassette tapes and 20 CD
titles featuring a great variety of accordi-
onists and of musical styles. Hereis your
opportunity to add gems to your collec-
tion! We’ll be demonstrating some of the
titles to help your choices. We will also
have t-shirts for sale and some videos.
Please check us out!

The booth has so much more merchan-
dise this year as compared to last year that
weneed your help to run it. Several of you

have offered, but we are far short of the
manpower we need. Marian (415-854-
1896) will schedule you in the booth for
two hours either Sat. or Sun, according to
your choice. Thanks, everybody!

II. A Third Stage is being added this
year to accommodate everyone who is not
performing on the main or side stage but
who nevertheless would like to play be-
fore a Cotati audience. Bob Delgado is
coordinating this stage and encourages you
to call him if you would like to be included
on his program. He’s at 510-656-5125.

Synopsis, July Board Meeting

* President Dominic Palmisano announced that Barbara (Hartley) Truax has
resigned her position as secretary. The Board unanimously elected Josephine
Hornbrook to be BAAC’s new secretary. Josephine kindly attended and

took minutes of the meeting.

» Frank Montoro, Treasurer, reports bank balances of $5850 and $1214 in the
checking and savings accounts, respectively.

* It was decided that the savings account, otherwise known as the “performance
fund”, will be activated. Monies earned from group performances at various
events around the Bay (such as the recent gathering in Pacifica) will be added to
the fund. The same account will be used to help with expenses when BAAC
puts on concerts, of which two are scheduled this year. A cap of 25% of the
total amount in the fund to be spent per concert was applied.

* The September general meeting will be held August 30th at the House of

Parties.

 Committees will be established at the August Board Meeting.

Across the Editor's Desk..........

July 5, 1993
Dear Members:

It’s 3:00 A.M. and my suitcase still is
not packed. In just a few short hours I
leave for a 15 day business trip in Italy
and then it is on to Oregon to teach a few
class at the Accordion World Camp. My
thoughts of BAAC and of each of you
have been in my heart ever since I left the
Bay Area.

The past nine months have been very
busy with the development of several
new products for the accordionist, in-

cluding a new Electronic (MIDI) Accor-
dion. This project has taken most all of my
time. Little did I know that the develop-
ment of a new instrument would be so
intense. I have been meaning to write but
time has escaped me. I do want you to
know how much I miss you all and how
much joy the BAAC newsletter brings me
each month. You are in my thoughts and
until Cotati, take care and Ilook forward to
seeing you soon!
Paul Pasquali

Aug. meeting, from p.3..
Holliday and Don Nurisso. Since I never
had a chance to eat my dinner, I for one
was VERY thankful for the efforts of the
refreshment crew, Rae Lembi, Carol
Benetti, and Evelyn Baulch. A special
thanks goes to the artistic talent of Elna
Stoscher for the “accordion” cake. It
almost seemed criminal to have to cut
into it! Dennis and Elna Stoscher and
Marian Kelly provided hotel space for
our guests. I am sure I probably missed
someone in my attempt to thank those
volunteers. If so, I accept 40 lashes with
a wet noodle!

All in all, the night was a huge success
thanks to a lot of hard work by a lot of

people.
Bob Berta

Who’s Playing??

Reno Di Bono and the Crescendo
Om Pah Pah Band, featuring Joe Di
Vitorio on Clarinet will appear at
Cupertino Village (1/2 mile E. of 280 at
the Wolfe Rd. exit) Sat/Sun, October 2
& 3 from 12 noonto 4 PM. Sponsoredby
the Cupertino Rotary Club.

Reno, Joe, and Steve Hanson can also
be seen Saturday, November 14th, noon
to 4 PM, strolling up and down Castro
Street in Mountain View at the annual
Mountain View Street Fair. For this
event, they dress in horizontally striped
shirts and straw hats and become Italian!

(7 A\

Send Letters to the Editor, news
of where you are playing, or any
other message, picture, or news
item to: Marian Kelly

31 Aliso Way
Portola Valley, CA 94028

Deadline for each issue is the
second Monday of the month.
We welcome your ideas!!!

.

.
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MORE KUDOS AND BRICKBATS

(submitted along with membership renewal forms)

The club is great. Only negative thing
is that I would like to see a larger hall and
see a little more respect for performers
(noise during performances).

I enjoy all types of music and while I
may not be into some styles of music, I
want the club to continue to promote
ALL types of music and skill levels. In
particular I like to see young children
performing...they are the future accordi-
onists.
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First, I really like the club. It provides
a great focus of energy, activity, knowl-
edge and inspiration. The playing at the
meetings is excellent.

I'm glad that you moved the venue. The
House of Parties was OK, but not a great
location or facility. And the noise from
the back of the room during meetings was
distracting and often downright embar-
rassing. Also, the new location will be
more central for the entire Peninsula. I
don’tknow what the geographic distribu-
tion of the membership is, but attending
meetings from San Jose made a very long
evening and occasionally prevented my
attendance.

Which brings to mind another thought.
If possible, don’t have meetings immedi-
ately following picnics, major holidays,
accordion festivals, etc. Unless one is
retired, it’s hard to devote multiple days
per week to accordion activities (other
than practice). Notthat I wouldn’tlike to,
but it just isn’t practical.

The newsletter is great. Iread it cover-
to-cover upon receipt. Hats off to all
involved. I would suggest to stick with
the less expensive paper and format and
keep the money in the treasury. The
value of the contents is the same in either
case. (Just a thought.)

The music tutorials in the newsletter
were very useful and instructive. I can
appreciate that it might not be possible to
have something every month, but occa-
sional articles should be a consideration.
Of course, that’s easy for me to say since
I don’t have to write them.

I would be happy to buy accordion mu-
sic, but I can seldom find it. Where is the
best (or better) place(s)? Does anyone sell
it mail order?

The club founders have done an excel-
lent job of launching B.A.A.C. Ithastaken
a lot of dedication and hard work - con-
gratulations!! However, as a relatively
new member and novice accordion player,
I sometimes feel more like a spectator than
a member. Everyone has always been
friendly, but maybe there is a way to help
make new folks feel more a part of the
Club.

I should, however, mention one very fine
kindness shown me by a club member.
When the organized music at the picnic
finished, we were ready for more. So we
asked one of the members, whom we had
heard playing so well at one of the meet-
ings, if he would play a few more tunes
from the bandstand. Instead he came over
to where we were sitting and played a
private concert for us. We thought it was
a very warm gesture. Thanks again, Bart
Beninco!!

Which brings me to my last comment. I
have found the members to be accom-
plished, quality individuals in all regards.
It is a pleasure to spend time with such a
fine group.

KLLLLLLEDDIDIININ NN

Editor’s (Extended) Note:

We greatly appreciate the time and
thought this member put into his com-
ments. Since hedidn’tsignhisname to the
sheet, we are publishing his note anony-
mously, but we printed his comments in
full because we believe that many of his
thoughts are shared by the membership.

Those of you who do not attend board
meetings are undoubtedly unaware of the
time and energy spent trying to resolve the
question of the venue for monthly meet-
ings. It has been a regular issue for more
than a year, and many members have in-
vestigated alternatives without finding a
better choice. Werecognize well the draw-
backs of the House of Parties, butithas two
main advantages. First, it is close to the

geographic center of the membership. Of
the 240 members, 75 live in San Fran-
cisco, So. San Francisco, Daly City, or
San Bruno; 55 live on the balance of the
Peninsula, south through Santa Cruz; 30
reside in Marin and Sonoma counties; 40
inthe East Bay; 9 liveinother states. The
rest are elsewhere in California. The
second advantage is cost. Rent at the
House of Parties is very low (see rent
expense in the income statement in last
month’s newsletter), and most other loca-
tions seem comparitivelyastronomical.
We may have found an alternate site close
to the current one, but until it is definite,
we will continue to meet at the House of
Parties, and we will continue to entertain
other ideas.

We all agree with the idea that meetings
should not conflict with weekends for
holidays, picnics, festivals, etc. How-
ever, sometimes it’s hard to avoid
(example...the upcoming September
meeting falls naturally on Labor Day.
Moving it ahead a week, to the 14th,
meant a mid-month meeting and a news-
letter which could notinclude the write up
of and pictures from the meeting. We’ve
moved it back a week, to the day after the
Cotati Festival, as the lesser evil.) It may
be that the Board should decide to skip
general meetings occasionally, especially
in the summer. For the moment, we have
chosen to simply accept the fact that some
meetings are better attended than others.

We greatly appreciate your kind words
about the newsletter. Jim Holliday spent
much time and energy on the music tuto-
rials which he contributed earlier this
year, and he is taking a well-deserved
respite from that task. The newsletter
staff, Dominic and Marian, would be de-
lighted to receive and print tutorials from
Jim or from others if any of you have
interest (and time). And, needless to say,
we would greatly appreciate any ideas,
notes, articles, letters...anything which
might add variety to our newsletter. We
would particularly like to expand our slim
staff, since we are both quite involved
with other aspects of the Club. Please
come forward and let us know of your
interests and your willingness.

MK
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FOR SALE: Giulietti Super

White Mother-of-Pearl
43 key, 140 bass, excellent cond.

( CoLoMBO & SONS ACCORDION CORP.j

1201 ANDERSEN DRr.
SAN RAFAEL, CA 94901
415-457-2222
WED.- Fr1. 9 AM TO 4 PM; SAT 9AM TO NOON
SALES & REPAIRS
SINCE 1907
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: LOU JACKLICH Personalized Instruction o co& .
Private Lessons Theory Technique < S G:&E:)::::r
Transpose Arrange Chord Performance = < Service & Repairs
510-357-8279 All Levels  All Ages L7 p Buy-Scll-Trade

3865 Clover Valley Rd
ROCKLIN, CA 95677
(916) 624-2900

L exchange

Accordions / Buttonboxes

pefosa accordions
CUSTOMCRAFTED - Since 1922

(206) 632-2700 313 N.E 45th St. Seattie, WA 98105

AD POLICY: MEMBERS PAY $5/ISSUE
FOR SMALL ADS, $10 FOR LARGE.

|Dominic Palmisano Marian Kelly

J NON-MEMBERS PAY TWICE THE
MEMBER'S RATE. SEND COPY AND
CHECK TO 31 ALISO, PORTOLA VALLEY, 94028
"ERE BAAC
48 POPE ST '
SAN FRANCISCO, CA
94112
NEXT MEETING: MONDAY HOUSE OF PARTIES CALL DOMENIC SASO IF YOU
August 30, 1993 22 HILLCREST DR. WOULD LIKE TO PLAY AT THE
7:00PM DALY CITY NEXT MEETING..415-587-7557
Conductor Co-Conductor Banker Teller Scribe

Membership

Frank Montoro Rusti Bartoli Josephine Horbrook WalterTraverso
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