Newsletter of the

SAN FRANCISCO CALIFORNIA USA.

December

General Meeting
by Bob Berta

"The December general meeting was
opened by President Frank Montoro
who welcomed the many visitors both
young and old. Rumor was that someone
special would be visiting us from the
North Pole, so a large contingent of chil-
dren and grandchildren showed up in
anticipation. The meeting provided a
real smorgasboard of entertainment. We
also had two great guest artists who were
warmly received by the members.

MC Domenic Saso introduced past
president Lou Soper who started the
festivities with a collection of popular
songs that he played and sang.

Next up was our resident button box
expert, arranger and band leader
extraordinaire, Joe Smiell. Joe played a
selection of Austrian and German melo-
dies on his gorgeous button box. Joetold
us astory about music he heard as a child
played in the coal mining area of West-
em Pennsylvania . He described some
musical memories of that time, then he
demonstrated what he remembered with
abeautifully played piece of many moods.
The audience showed its appreciation of
Joe’s artistry with loud and long ap-

plause.
cont. p. 2.
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Message To All Members

from your Board of Directors

We are changing the way we handle
yournametags, orbadges, so please listen
up. The fellows at the door are spending
far too much time and energy putting out
and alphabetizing name tags, helping
people find theirs, discussing where lost
tags might be, etc., etc. We want the name
tags used, but we need to find a way to
make them less of an issue.

Therefore, beginning immediately, we
will ask each member to be responsible
for his/her own name tag. Wear it
home, then bring it with you to the next
meeting. Or, keep it in your pocket for a
month. We will not collect and display
your tag each month. If you forger your
tag, you may use a one-time paper name
tag (which will be available at the door).
If you lose your name tag and need an-
other, we will charge you $2.00 for a
replacement.

\AAAAAA%

CONTEST ANNOUNCEMENT:
Your Board believes it is time to create a
gorgeous BAAC t-shirt (and perhaps a
cap). To do so, we need a design, which
would most likely include both a logo
(words)anda graphic. We would like that

cont.p. 7
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Mark Your CALENDARS

January2,1995,BAAC January Gen-
eral Meeting Featuring Bob Delgado,
Joe Nanut, Rob Campanella, Frank
Montoro, Frank Panacci. Donworth
Hall, 22nd & Eucalyptus, San Fran-
cisco, 7:00 P.M..

January 4th, Wednesday. BAAC
Board Meeting, 7:30 PM. Ed Massolo's,
612 Lassen, So. S.F. Guests are wel-
come. (415) 589-8409.

January 9th,1995, Monday. Fun Band
Rehearsal, 7:00 PM. House of Parties,
Daly City. Call the director, Domenic
Saso, at (415) 587-7557.

January 11th, Wednesday. BAAC
Accordion Ensemble Rehearsal, House
of Parties. Also January 25th.

February 6th, Monday. BAAC Gen-
eral Meeting, 7:00 PM. Featuring Jim
Ragel with Marvin Thompson on clari-
net, Jim Firpo & Leon Broussal, and
Bart Beninco. Donworth Hall, San
Francisco.

March 5th, 1995, Sunday afternoon.
Veikko Ahvenainen concert, Mercy
High School, San Francisco.
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Our first guest artist was next. Pam and noise going on, Santa had to make a
Bishop is from England. You may special visit to see what all the excitement
was about. Of course,
all the children and
grandchildren were ec-
static with the arrival
and his bag of candy
canes. A couple of large
cakes were also on hand
for those members with
a sweet tooth. My
youngest daughter had
a chance to see Santa
forthe firsttime, having
Jjustmissed him last year
(she was born Dec 27th
’93). She treasured the
candy cane that Santa
gave her so much that I
had a difficult time re-
movingitfrom her grasp
when it became bed-
time!
After the break John
Molinari played a selec-

recall from our Internetarticlelastmonth o of Frosini pieces, “Fantasy” and an- of a medley of tunes from Fiddler on the
that three Club members found Pam  giher whose title we m

those difficult pieces look easy, and after
much applause played a fantastic encore

Pam Bishop

Joe Smiell

through the Internet, when she
posted a notice of her intention to
visit the Bay Area at the end of
November. When we all asked her
to visit, she graciously accepted
immediately and agreed to play her
instrument, a Duet Concertina by
Wheatstone. She played a selec-
tion of Irish and French tunes which
were perfectly suited to the
concertina. The crowd responded
enthusiastically to this very em-
phatically non-Italian accordion
playing, and many members
crowded around to speak with Pam
at the break. We can be confident
that Pam will have a warm feeling

for the reception she received from
BAAC.

LouSoper again took the stage to
lead the music that everyone was
waiting for....his annual Christmas
sing-a-long. Withall the good cheer

Lou Soper

issed. John made Roof. I wished that John could have kept

on playing. His incredible musical
ability is very addictive for his au-
dience. Hopefully we can get John
back in the near future.

Peter Di Bono introduced an-
other visitor, Guy Klucevsek, the
well-known, young, New York
based “alternative music” accordi-
onist. Peter had first heard him
play on channel 9 TV and went
through a lot of work to find him (in
Marin County) and invite him to
this meeting. Guy is sending us
some biographical material which
will appear in the January newslet-
ter, but we can tell you that he plays
unusual music, written either by or
for himself, drawing from a variety
of ethnic styles, but resulting in
compositions only vaguely related
to their roots. He played three
delightful and entertaining pieces

which were met with both loud laughter
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and much applause. They were titled meeting. (Note from your Editor), Tower Ed Massolo, Joe Smiiell, and our resident
“Samba D’ Hiccup” (written by himself), Records carries his CD’s in their classical MC Domenic for the outstanding work
area under “accordion.”
Don’t miss hearing what this
man can do!

Last on the program was
the San Francisco Accor-
dion Ensemble led by Joe
Smiell. They played Strauss’
“Thunder & Lightening
Polka,” Frosini’s “Olive
Blossoms,” Rossini’s “Ital-
ian in Algiers Overture,”
“Sarabande,” “Gavotte,”
Leroy Anderson’s “Sleigh
Ride,” and “Polka” com-
posed by Joe. All the num-
bers were arranged by Joe
Smiell. Members of the En-
semble are Jerry Kramer,
Peter Di Bono, Bart
Beninco, John Molinari,

' 3 Marian Kelly, Don Nurisso,
e Ron Borelli, and Joseph
Guy Klucevsek Ti-Sutiell, . The group John Molinari

sounded fantastic! All of =
the members are accomplished they have done on the entertainment com-
musicians, and Joe has refined the group’s  Mittee this past year. You can make their
playing to a level that is without peer. job easier by volunteering to play at a

Inclosing, Iwant to thank Frank Panacci, s R Rl

“Some of That Old Time Soul Polka,” and
the “Disinformation Polka.” What a won-
derful treat he was! He has several CD’s
available, some of which he sold at the

The San Francisco Accordion Ensemble
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Impressions
by Eino Huhtala

To attend the Gordon Piatanesi Testamonial Dinner at a
beautiful venue, in a friendly atmosphere filled with good
music, camaraderie and laughter was not only an event to
cherish, but also a memorable one because it becomes part of the
history of the accordion in San Francisco. It is a milestone
marking the end of an era of accordion manufacture in the San
Francisco Bay Area.

During the course of the evening, my wife introduced me to a
charming gentleman whose trade as an accordion repairman has
been indispensable to accordionists; but which now, with our
current technology, may be endangered. He is Mr. Albert
Maccari of Corte Madera, member of BAAC, age 88 years,
accordionist, instructor, composer, and arranger of music for
various customers.

After a pleasant discussion, he invited us to his home to see his
work, study, and momentos. We visited and were amazed at the
numbers of awards, trophies, manuscripts, and photos of world-
famous musicians which he proudly displays and narrates the
history of.

I'm a firm believer that indulgence in reminiscences and

giving account of the past is good for the soul, so let’s delve into
a bit of it.

Mr. Maccari’s father immigrated from Italy in 1907, followed
by Albert in 1924, who, in the meantime, studied music the old
Italian way — all the basics of music were learned and memo-
rized before the instrument was touched. Some accordion repair
craftsmanship was handed down via the traditional father-to-
son route. He also learned the barber’s trade, and (point of
interest) remembers that BAAC member Frank Panacci’s father
was one of his customers.

Mr. Maccari began working for Guerrini and Colombo as a
repairman in 1927, and when Colombo changed locations to
Columbus Ave, Al went with them.

There followed a period when he formed a partnership with
Guido Diero and Jean Idiart in a studio and accordion school. A
photo shows 45 accordionists in one group. At a time when
business was poor, Guido Diero moved in to live with the
Maccaris.

In 1947 he was still working full time at Colombo, then later
worked for Elio Taffei and later for Vincente Cirelli, occasion-
ally at Geneva, full time at Brisbane, then he retired in 1970.
During our visit, he played tapes of his own music, showed us
Jean Idiart’s accordion with his name cleverly worked into the
front grill panel. Bequeathed to him at Idiart’s death, it is his
prized possession, not to be parted with.

Another item shown was the master copy of a book entitled
"Some Thoughts About the Accordion in San Francisco" by Ron

Message

This has been another banner year! There have been so
many golden moments for BAAC in 1994, I dare not begin
to list them for fear of leaving something or someone out.
Looking over the year’s monthly edictions of our newslet-
ter, I see many familiar names and some new ones who
have performed for us at our monthly meetings. But we
have yet to hear from quite a few “accordionists-in-hid-
ing”. May 1995 be the year they come out of the closet and
onto the stage of Donworth Hall.

On behalf of the Executive Board, I want to wish all of

you Happy Holidays. May your days ahead be filled with
the joyous sounds of music.

Frank Montoro

December Board Meeting

Synopsis
* Treasurer reports $8274 in the bank accounts.
* Algis is developing a club questionnaire which members will
be asked to complete when they join or pay annual dues. He will
distribute a few test questionnaires at our Jan. general meeting
to check peoples’ reactions.
* We want to create new BAAC t-shirts and need a snappy logo
and graphic to imprint on them. The Board decided to sponsor
a contest for the best logo and graphic and award $100 to the
winning individual. The Board will choose the winner.
* BAAC will promote Veikko Ahvenainen’s March 7th concert
at Mercy High School in San Francisco.
* We wish to remind members that they receive only one name
tag without charge. Should they misplace their tag, we must
charge them $2.00 for a replacement.

Flynn. It is a brief but concise history of famous acordionists
going back to the 1890s. Some copies were printed and
distributed and may still be in someone's library in this area.
Should one be found, let's make it available to the Club. It's a
fantastic bit of memorabilia. We found our host keen, alert, and
interesting, and still arranging special music for customers.

I thank Mr. and Mrs. Maccari for extending an interview to us

and wish them well, and particularly, a speedy recovery for Mrs.
Maccari's broken ankle!
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Care and Nurturing of your Instrument

©Attention! You may be doing slow
but certain damage to your accordion
and don’t know it.

Accordions do not improve with age.
Why? One causative factor is the presence
of moisture. Water is the sworn enemy of
houses, dams, accordions and the drinking
class, among others.

Q. But I don’t play my accordion when
I’'m showerin’, bathin’ or swimmin’, so
what’s the fuss?

A. Cold weather is upon us all over
Northern California, as usual. Many of us
squeezers are taking our accordions out of
warm snug homes to gigs, parties, gather-
ings, lessons, meetings, whatever.

If you transport your melodious squeeze
machine in the unheated trunk of your
vehicle (at the risk of stating the screaming
obvious ) your accordion will get cold!
When you arrive at your destination where

by Frank Schlotter

the air is warm, there will be condensa-
tion. The moisture on the outside of the
accordion will evaporate as it warms. But
inside, Oh Woe! Condensation will cover
all of the goodies such as reeds, rods,
leathers, wood-joints, pickups et al. Do
this frequently and condensate will keep
the interior moist constantly.

Q. So OK, now I know. What can I do
about it?

A. Carry the box inside the heated part bf
your vehicle. Don’t dawdle too long get-
ting in or out.

If you can’t avoid the cold, seal your
instrument with a plastic, zippered airtight
bag. Bed & Bathroom stores and luggage
stores have a variety of sizes. For double
insurance, bag the accordion case. At
your destination, wait until the accordion
comes to room temperature before unzip-
ping the bags.

If you haven’t an airtight cover, then use

the bellows release and fill the bellows
with good warm air from the room. Work
the bellows and the keyboard to let warm
air flow past the reeds, the mechanicals
and the electronics. Do this repeatedly.

Nuf said. Keep those fingers flying. Next
time how to polish your instrument.

©

FOR:SALE
Yamaha Electronic Organ,
Model 305/D
All bells. whistles. and bench
Dual Keyboard, apartment size

erfect condition and beautiful finish
$895 or trade for ??
Call Gene (415) 566-0423

IORIO MLL.D.I. ACCORDION

WITH CONTROLLER

7 Zo

SYN-CORDION MUSICAL INST. CORP.

95 Cedar Lane, Suite 4
ENGLEWOOD, NJ 07631
(201) 568-7943 FAX (201) 568-2307

e
~

Now the voices, volume levels and other settings of your synthesizer(s) can be memorized into 50 performance registrations which can be recalled
automatically by pressing one button.

The M.1D.I. Accordion transmits on 4 separate M.LD.I. Channels: two for the right hand, one for the basses and one for the chords, thereby enabling two
superimposed voices to be played on the right hand, one voice for basses and another for the chords (these can be inverted in different octaves: F -F, C - B,
F - B). The level of each voice assigned to the four sections can be controlled by the four independent volume controls and the pitch of each can be raised
or lowered by one octave.

The voices, volume levels and other settings of each section can be memorized into 50 PERFORMANCE REGISTRATIONS which can be recalled
automatically by pressing one button.

This M.I.D.I. Accordion also has a clock control (TEMPO) with which it is possible to control the START, STOP and TEMPO functions of a Rhythm Unit.

MODELS

C-411 P MIDI P: 41 treble keys, 120 basses, 4/5 sets of Musette Hand finished reeds, 11 treble shifts, 5 Bass shifts. Color: Black. Keyboard size: 19 1/4". Built-In Stereo pick up system.
C-500P MIDI: Same as Model C411 P Midi except with Hand Made reeds.

C-502DP MIDI: 41 Treble keys, 120 basses, 4/5 sets of Hand Made Reeds, DOUBLE TONE CHAMBER, (1 Bassoon, 2 middle, 1 piccolo reeds) 11 treble shifts, 7 bass shifts, 1 Master shift.
Color: Black. Keyboard Size 19 1/4". Plus built-in Stereo pick up system.

C-502DP-M: Same as Model C-502DP Midi unit except with Mother of Pearl Treble Keys and Basses.

CALL TODAY FOR COMPLETE INFORMATION 1-800-622-3525

B s S NP
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Recently, I'spoke with Tom Torriglia
asking why, on his KGO radio report, he
did not mention accordionists playing in
the Bay Area. He responded by asking
me “Do you know of any?” It seemed
a fair question, but it practically ended
our conversation. If that were not bad
enough, I almost missed “Forever
Tango” whichis now playing at Theater
on the Square in San Francisco. Not
only was this musical highly entertain-
ing, but for me, educational also.

Since the age of five, I’ ve had my nose
stuck in the piano accordion and found
little interest in any of its “family.” Yes,
I had seen button boxes but beyond
simple curiosity, believed they fell too
deeply into some ethnic category of
music for my taste. Only recently at a
club meeting did a new word come to
me: “bandoneén.” Bandoneén? What
isabandone6n? Iwasunable tofind the
word in the dictionary, but when the
curtain went up on Forever Tango, I no
longer needed a dictionary, for the pro-
gram opens with a highly intense and
expressive solo on the bandoneén by an
artist seated in a single spotlight. Only
then did I suddenly realize that there
were THREE more playing, and for me,
these four instruments carried the spice
and flavor of all the music that followed.
I was impressed by the artistry, by the
music, by the sheer intensity, and finally

"Forever Tango'’
by Gene Lovello

by the extraordinary dance itself.

The strength of tone and projection of
the bandoneén (held on the lap of the
seated artist) astonished me. What I heard
was not the familiar throaty sound I favor
of bassoon reeds in my piano accordion,
but more like the musette, using double
clarinet reeds, one detuned lending the
distinctive singing, soaring, “French”
sound. Because of its limited 28 note
vocal range, the bandoneén falls some-
where between a concertina and a piano
accordion, but, unlike the concertina, the
bandonedn reeds play as the piano accor-
dion, with the same note playing on the
push and the pull. I found the music
captivating and irresistible, helped by the
incredible bandone6n virtuosity and sheer
concentration of Lisandro Androver, also
the Musical Director. He was outstanding
and received an ovation for a sensitive
and passionate performance filled with
romance, asdid all the

formance exceptional, and aside from
several vocals (which were not well re-
ceived) and a brief dialog in Spanish, no
speaking parts were heard. Beautiful,
intense music and dance along with a
projected feeling of romance electrified
the audience.

In additional to the familiar La
Cumparsita and Jealousy, we heard more
than 20 othertangos, brilliantly performed
by this Argentine orchestra. [ also thought
that the pianist was flawless, playing
with remarkable passion.

(Late flash!) The show has been ex-
tended until February 12th, so it's not too
late to attend. Siskel and Ebert would
give the performance two thumbs up; I
give them four gold stars and a rousing
“hurrah” as I rush to the music store to
buy more TANGO, the music of the
people, (as played on the bandonedn, of
course.)

other performers. The
orchestra also con-
sisted of piano, vio-
las, cello, bass, and
keyboard; the danc-

&'s

ers were a very tal-
ented company of
twelve. The music
was outstanding, the
dance intricate, erotic
and sensual, the per-

KEN IORIO
President

IORIO/SYN-CORDION MUSIC CORP.

Distributors of Musical Instruments
P -

Cedar Lane  Englewood, N.J 07631

(201) 568-7943
FAX (201) 568-2307

MIDI INSTALLATIONS MIDI ACCORDIONS SENNHEISER PICKUPS

AMPLIFIERS REPAIRS STRAPS ACCESSORIES

mmmmwﬁummmmmmm«m in folk, popular and
classicai styles, from our own Deffner Publications and Deiro, Paganl, Alifred, Aretta, Astier, Highland, Hohner, Leonard,
Mostl, Music Graphics, Music Sales, Preissier, Oettinger, Waterioo and others. Alall Order Sales Only. Literature Available.

P.O. BOX €08,

MUSICAL
MERCHANDISE

230 HERRICKS ROAD, MINEOLA, NY 11501 SINCE 1934

Gl

PHONE (516) 746-3100; FAX (516) 746-7085
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Message, from p.1

North Bay
design to come from our members, hence

this contest announcement. BAAC will
award $100 to the individual who sub-
mits the winning t-shirt design. The
Board will consider all submissions and

BART BENINCO
Accordion and Piano
Beginner to Advanced

TEACHERS

San Francisco:
DOMENIC SASO
Accordion Lessons

My Home or Yours

select the winner. Petaluma Beginners or Advanced
Entries must be original. We will prob- 707-769-8744 (415) 587-7557

ably prefer a design which requires no South Bay

more than two colors for its execution, PETER DI BONO

since multi-colorartis expensivetoscreen MIKE ZAMPICENI Personalized Instruction

print. And we will favor something with Musical Theory Theory Technique

simple lines and aconcept quickly grasped Accordion Technique Performance

over more complex ideas. Sunnyvale All Levels All Ages

Direct questions or submissions to any
Board member or phone our voice mail
number (974-9210).

rIIIIIIYII

(408) 734-1565
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Haprry AND HEALTHY HOLIDAY SEASON

C}”KK / f ﬂ MD/ Arcordion w/. _@mm/t ,5?&’.0’1&/;’

Tired of all the confusion!
Tired of that dull sound!
Tired of all the weight!
Tired of no feeling!

If you think all MIDI accordions are difficult to use
and lack the basic element of music. EXPRESSION!
Then Concerto is for you! The worlds first easy to
use and truely expressive MIDI Accordion!

For a FREE Demo call Arnie at 408-986-8046 or for
Literature or VHS Video demo call Paul toll free

7-800-935-0013 or write Accordions International
P.O. Box 171145 - Salt Lake City, UT 84117-1145

415-753-1502

to all BAAC members

Gloria/Gordon Piatanesi

Merry Christmas

from your friends at
Accordions International

Leather Accordion Straps
Pro - Leather wivinyl padded (2.75" wide) List $52.50 Sale $39.50
104 - Velvet padded (3.25” wide) w/Back Strap List $69.95 Sale $49.50
104 LONG as EL-8 but extended length List $72.95 Sale $52.50
103 WIDE velvet padding (4” wide) List $79.95 Sale $59.95
350 All Leather Plush Padded all (350") List $110.00 Sale $75.00
110 Standard Vinyl padded Straps List $39.95 Sale $29.95
113 Student Leather wivinyl padded (1.25") List $29.95 Sale $22.50
Nylon Chest Pads (in various sizes) List $19.95 Sale $12.95
Bass Strap - Leather-vinyl padded w/hardware list $19.95 Sale $12.95
Bass Strap WIDE Velvet padded w/hardware List $28.50 Sale $18.50
Bass Strap WIDE All Leather w/hardware list $37.50 Sale 26.50

Accordion Cases
Deluxe Accordion Cases made with Sturdy wood Construction
(not cheap fiberboard) Fleece lined with Dust Cover and Key
Locking, all 120 Bass Sizes List 150.00 to 195.00 — Sale $97.50

Bay Area Residents order Locally - Call Arnie 408-986-8046
Accordions International - 2261 East Murray Holladay Rd.
Salt Lake City, Ut 84117 — Phone 1-801-278-1160

Mic/(7/® the
Ultimate Accordion

Microphone System
SALE $275.00 (Save $100) Thru Dec. 94 -

IIIIIIIII-IIIIIIlIll-IIIIIII-IIIIIIIIIIIIIJ
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Deadline for each issue is the second Monday of the month.

discovery prinM (415) 967-3777 Sunnyvale, CA

" BAAC

939 HARRISON ST
SAN FRANCISCO, CA 94107

415-974-9210
NEXT MEETING: MONDAY Donworth Hall IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO PLAY AT A
Jan. 2, 1995 22nd & Eucalyptus MEETING, CALL FRANK AT
7:00 PM SAN FRANCISCO 415-731-1039 OR ED AT 415-589-8409
Conductor Co-Conductor Banker Teller Scribe
Frank Montoro Bob Berta Algis Ratnikas  Glenn McClelland Josephine Hornbrook
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