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Lou Soper opened the meeting by
greeting the members and asking guests
to stand and be recognized. We then
observed a moment of silence for one of
our members, Anthony Guardino, who
passed away recently.

Our very capable Entertainment
Chairman, Domenic Saso, came forward
alittle more slowly than usual because of
averyrecent experience with the medical
profession, but with the same great grin
and wonderful commentary. He intro-
duced Bob Smith as our first entertainer.
Bob played “Pietro’s Return,” a waltz,
and, to much applause, finished up with
“Can’t You Hear Me Calling, Caroline?”.

Nextcame John Schellenberg, anine
year old accordion student of Clyde
Forsman. We all settled back expect-
antly, because we are so delighted with
the opportunity to hear young players.
We weren’t disappointed. He played a
Joe Schmiel arrangement of a schottische
and then “Julida Polka”, both with excel-
lent technique. We all settled in for a
delightful evening.

Reno Pucci was our next entertainer.
Hehad anold 1917 accordion. He played
a Galla-Rini arrangement of “La Sorella”
andtwooperatic arias, “Musetta’s Waltz”
from La Boheme, and “The Drinking
Song", then followed with “Funiculi,
Funicula”. Well done, Reno!

Val Ballerini played and his wife
sang the theme from Godfather I and
“Sunny Side of the Street”. Val then did
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a solo and also sang “Eh Compari”.

At this point, Lou Soper introduced
Jim Holliday, a member of the By-Laws
Revision Committee. Jim familiarized the
group with the recommended changes
(which were detailed in the February edi-
tion of this newsletter), then turned the
meeting back to Lou, who requested and
received a vote from the membership ap-
proving of the changes.

The three members who volunteered
toserve on our Nominating Committee are
Jim Holliday, Rusty Bartoli, and Algis
Ratnikas. They, with board members
Dominic Palmisano and Walter
Traverso, will consider who of us is best
suited and able to fill each of the five
officer and five board positions as defined
in our Bylaws and will present their sug-
gestedslate atour next general meeting, on

April 6th.

Lastly, we wereroyally entertained by
the Lou Casalnuova Quartet consisting of
Lou on accordion. Vince Cattolica on
clarinet. Bobby Dominguez ondrums. and
Pierre Josephs on bass. They thrilled us
all with theirrenditions of “Crazy thlhm
“ 'S Wonderful,” “It’s a Blue World,” and
“I'WishI Knew” thelast number sounding
suspiciously like Ernie Felice. They also
played the Eastman Trio (our own Ted
Noga was an original member) version of
“Stumbling,” then “Take the A Train.” and
last, but not least, “Idaho.” The ovation
was long, hearty, and well deserved.

The meeting then moved down the
road to Lyons, for coffee, conversation.
comraderie and a little more music.

CaroL BENETTI, Secretary f

f- )
MARK YOUR CALENDARS!
April 6 — General Meeting. Nominating Committee presents slate of proposed
officers.
May 4 — General Meeting. Election of new officers and board of directors.
June 7 — BAAC Picnic at Elks Club in Palo Alto. Walter needs donations of
white elephants for picnic raffle as soon as possible.
August 29, 30 — Cotati Accordion Festival. Bigger and better! More later.
. J
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NOMINATING COMMITTE

Atour April 6 General Meeting, the
Nominating Committee will present its
proposed slate of officers and directors
for the coming year. After muchdiscus-
sion among themselves and conversa-
tion with potential candidates, the Com-
mittee has selected those among us
who, they believe, will be best able to
fulfill the officers’ and directors’ func-
tions as defined in our bylaws. During
that meeting, additional nominations
will be accepted. The entire slate of
proposed officers and directors will be
published in the April BAAC Page.

Please make such nominations care-
fully. No further nominations will be
accepted during the elections; there-
fore, the loser in a contested race will be
unable to hold any elected office for the
upcoming year. Also, remember that
your nominee must be present at that
April meeting to accept the nomination.

The election will be held at our May
General Meeting using a written ballot.

We are using a Nominating Commit-
tee to simplify the selection process, to
choose the best available candidates,
and to keep competition among mem-
bers to aminimum. We appreciate your
understanding and support of the pro-

cess and your cooperation in helping us -

conduct a smooth election at our May
general meeting.

RANDOM MUSINGS

An interview with our own WALTER
TrRAVERsO has magically appeared in the
infamous South of M arket Journal (the
official organ of the South of Market Boys).
When asked how he would compare the
accordion with other musical instruments,
Walter replied “There’s no comparison.
You can hook up modern accordions to a
synthesizer and two speakers and get all
kinds of stereo effects with the push of a
button. Some think I have a tape playing
along with the accordion, but it’s just me.
They say “Where’s the band?” and I say
“I are it)”

In introducing the special issue in
which Walter’s interview appeared, the
Editor opined:

“Some of you may bellow that it is
necessary to reed between the lines or
to squeeze out some sense from this
special Accordion Issue of the South of
Market Journal. Let me assure you the
key to this question is black and white
and in tune with the times. It may
sound funny but the history of the City
and the Accordion are harmoniously
intertwined and for this reason I ask
you to play along accordioningly”.

Q: What's the difference between a

~ trampoline and an accordion???

A: Peopleremove their shoes when they
jump on a trampoline!!

Red Wing Technical College, in Red
Wing, Minnesota, offers the only accor-
dion and concertina repair course in the
U.S. according to a notice in the March,
1992 BELLOWS. ‘“Presently in the sec-
ond semester of study, members of the
course find themselves facing wide-rang-
ing demands: hearing and perception de-
velopment (for increasingly complex re-
finements of tuning), touch sensitivity (for
subtle mechanical adjustments), judgement
criteria (for condition-assessments), and
related skills like business management.
Further, they are contributing to historical
and academic research on accordion-fam-
ily instruments. The resulting manuals
will represent a major development in the
status of English-language information.

As a secondary benefit of the course
work, competence of performance on the
instruments studied is required. People of
all ages and circumstances are drawnto the
accordion, but few realize how many indi-
vidual types are included in the genre:
piano keyboards, chromatic “B” and “C”
systems,. Anglo. and English hex
concertinas, 102-key concertinas,
bandoneons, one-row through four-row
diatonic button accordions in a great vari-
ety of pitch orderings, concert instruments
of the convertor or free-bass type, ethnic
styles and tunings such as German,
Beohemian, Slovenian, Musette, and more.

Prior to receiving certification, each
student will build his own instrument. Most
are already dreaming of the innovations
and improvements his designs may bring
to the industry.”

f

Spring is just around the corner, and
our beloved accordion is reaching many
more people in 1992. Thave just returned
from a trip to Dallas, Fort Worth, and New
Orleans, where the Mardi Gras was in full
swing.

Whenever I fly to different cities in
the United States, my accordion always
accompanies me. However, since I don’t
approve of the manner in which luggage is

@dled by all airlines, I pack allmy cloth

CONDUCTOR'S COLUMN

ing and personal items in my accordion case,
which is checked in with baggage, and I strap
my accordion to my chest and wear it into the
airport and on the plane. Every person who
passes me and sees the accordion immediately
smiles and it never fails — somebody always
wants to hear the accordion played. From
baggage checker to airline crews, pilots, se-
curity, and passengers — everybody loves to
hear theaccordionplayed. The songsrequested
range from “Dixie” to “Fly Me To The Moon.”

N\

Every effortis concluded with a greatround
of applause.

So you can see why Ialways encourage
all of our members to play your accordion
whenever you can to the general public.
THEY LOVEIT!

Our March 2nd meeting resulted in a
packed house. Hope to see all of you at our
April 6th meeting.

Lou Soper

J
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SOME MUSIC WENT OUT OF
THEIR MARRIAGE
WHEN SHE PULLED OUT
HER ACCORDION

Reprinted from Ann Landers, Jan 13, 1992

Dear Ann Landers: My wife and I
soon will soon be celebrating our 30th wed-
ding anniversary, and although we’ve been
quite happy together, I can’t bring myself to
tell her something that's been bothering me
since our honeymoon. When we unpacked
our things in a nice little resort hotel, my wife
openedalarge suitcase and took out an accor-
dion.

“Louise” had never told me she played
the accordiort and that she took it with her
everywhere. I was flabbergasted thatnight as
Isat through three recitals of “Lady of Spain”
and an old English madrigal with some sur-
prisingly ribald lyrics. Those are the only
tunes she knows.

Our social life has always been rather
quiet. Our only close friends are “Bernice”
and “Murray.” They come over quite often
and join Louise in a rousing chorus of “Lady
of Spain.” Murray plays his head — that is,
he raps his knuckles on his head while open-
ing and closing his mouth, which produces
changes in tone. Bernice clacks two spoons
together and hums the harmony.

Ann, I've had about all I can take
of this. How can I tell my wife after so
many years that she is no musician and
the racket is driving me crazy? Any
suggestion would be greatly appreci-
ated. — Had it on Long Island

Dear Long Island: You've been
truly wonderful. Please don’t blow
your 30 years of sainthood by losing
your temper.

Surprise Louise with a dozen ac-
cordion lessons and several pieces of
sheetmusic. Sorry, but I can’t think of
a thing you can do about Bernice and
Murray.

LLLLLLLLLEDRIRHIRINN N »

Round Two, March 23, 1992

Dear Ann Landers: That letter
aboutLouise who played the accordion

accompanied by Bernice and Murray put me
away. Inearly split my sides laughing. I made
copies and sent them to friends on both coasts

This morning I received a letter from my
sister-in-law in Clinton, Iowa. She wrote,
“You don’t believe that letter was for real, do
you? Ann printed it as a joke. Get with it.”

Ann, I DO believe it was real. Am I
naive? Please setme straight.— Another Ann
in Rockford, Ill.

Dear Rockford: Every letter that ap-
pears in my column is for real. No way could
I contrive anything to compare with the mail
that crosses my desk.

Tell your sister-in-law in Clinton that
after 36 years I'd be pretty hard to fool. Or
better still, let her read this in the Clinton
Herald. Here’s more on the same subject:

Dear Ann Landers: Regarding your
“candidate for sainthood” who asked how to
put an end to the excruciating recitals of his
accordion-playing wife and her dome-thump-
ing, spoon-slapping buddies: No, no, no, Ann.
Don’tadvise him to give his wife a gift certifi-
cate for accordion lessons. He is the one who
should take lessons — on the trumpet, espe-
cially if he is tone deaf.

Tagree with those who say, “If you can’t
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beat ‘em, join ‘em.” Tknow from experience
that a loud trumpet player who is tone deaf,
with no sense of rhythm, can drown out any
number of musicians and clear a room within
minutes.

Tell this guy to learn to blow a trumpet
nice and loud and turn their trio into a quartet.
They won’t be able to hear themselves play
and a trumpet can murder “Lady of Spain™
like you wouldn’t believe.

I've heard those dome-whackers and
spoon-clackers, and believe me, they deserve
no mercy. — Helen in the Little Apple
(Manhattan, Kan.)

Dear Helen: I'm in your corner, Kan-
sas. We’ve got lots of company. Read on.

From Virginia Beach: Apparently
“Had It on Long Island” sees his wife Louise
and her friends having a great time perform-
ing and he feels left out so he turns mean and
critical. Thave a suggestion.

“HadIt” should gethimself aharmonica
or wrap a comb in toilet paper and make it a
quartet. Tell him to lighten up and stop being
such a sourpuss. — Just Plain Bill

Lakeland, Fla.: Where is your sense of
humor, Ann? While Louise plays
“Lady of Spain” and her friends play
their heads and clack spoons, her hus-
band should join in the fun and play
his armpit. —C.A.

Westchester, N.Y.: A recent
column about the amateur, downhome
musicians brought back some long
forgotten memories. In my younger
days, I showed some promise as a
pianist. My parents were considering
sending me to Juilliard although the
cost was more than we could afford.
One spring, my brother and I entered
an amateur contest, actually compet-
ing against one another. I played
“Rhapsody in Blue™ on the piano and
received polite applause. My brother
played “Turkey in the Straw” on the
kazoo, brought down the house. and
won first place. That was the end of
the talk about my going to Juilliard. I
decided then and there to forget about
the concert stage and become a comic.




BAAC Classified

TITANO...120 bass with Sano Stereo
beautiful black...181/2 keyboard...$850
Six..12 bass accordions...$85 to $125

George Meier
Wholesale / Retail
Service & Repairs
Buy-Sell-Trade

SACRAMENTO MUSIC
CONSERVATORY
3301 Bluegrass Rd.
Sacramento Ca. 95821
916-489-6638 after 6PM ..
Thur or Friday...

3865 Clover Valley Rd.
ROCKLIN, CA 95677
(916) 624-2900

L exchance

Accordions/ Buttonboxes

ppAAA

f

petosa accordions

COLOMBO & SONS

ACCORDION
1201 ANDERSEN DR. SUITE O
SANRAFAEL, CA 94901

(415457-2222

TUESDAY - FRIDAY
8:30AM - 4:30PM

SATURDAY

9:00AM - 2:00PM
SALES & REPAIRS

CUSTOMCRAFTED - Since 1922

Seattle, WA 98105 (206) 632-2700

313 N.E. 45th St.

AD POLICY: MEMBERSPAY $51SSUE
FOR SMALL ADS, $10 FOR LARGE.
NON-MEMBERS PAY TWICE THE
MEMBER'S RATE. SEND COPY AND
CHECK TO 321 ALISO, PORTOLA VALLEY, 94028

WERE '
BAAC
48 Pope St.

San Francisco, CA
Q4112

NEXT MEETING: MONDAY HOUSE OF PARTIES CALL DOMENIC SASO IF YOU
APRIL 6, 1992 22 HILLCREST DR. WOQULD LIKE TO PLAY AT THE
7:00PM DALY CITY NEXT MEETING..415-587-7557
Conductor  Co-Conductor Public Relations Banker Teller & Scribe
Lou Soper  Peter DiBono Walter Traverso Marian Kelly ~ Carol Benetti
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