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President’s Message

We have had some great meet-
ings this past year, but October
4 ranks as one of the best ever.
Seven-year-old Isaac Teich’s first-
ever performance was handled as
if he’s been playing for years.
, Sharon Walters Greyhosky
= played an exquisite tribute, and the
§ artful, and zany, Julio Morgani,
4| was, uh, indescribable. Ron
Borelli played solo, wowing every-
one, and then was joined by sister
Carole, and they brought the
house down to a breathless conclusion. What a day!
Thanks to everyone, you were all great!.

The November meeting promises to be spectacular.
The lineup is packed with wonderful players so plan on

November 19 MEETING

2:00 p.m. sharp!
Doris Sprugasci coming all the way
from Greenfield!
Marian Kelly, one of our favorites
from the South Bay
And, just back from Germany, Bob Maggiora
and the Internationals!
Pre-meeting and intermission music
by Val Kieser

arriving early, this will surely sell out.

A Thanksgiving reminder, say a prayer for the safety of
our brave women and men in uniform.

The holidays approach so keep in mind that we meet on
the third Sunday of the month, and after the meeting you
can linger at the Oyster Point Yacht Club bar. There is
always lots of music, laughter, and good cheer.

The ACE ensemble will be performing at the Filoli Gar-
dens on the Monday after Thanksgiving at 10:30 a.m.

As | mentioned last month, IT'S MEMBERSHIP RE-
NEWAL TIME, SO PLEASE TAKE CARE OF IT if you
haven’t already.

I look forward to seeing you on November 19, at 2:00
pm.
Play that accordion every day, and remember:

REAL MUSIC IS LIVE!!! Peter Di Bono

A Note from Jan and Ron Galla-Rini
“Dear Peter and All,

“Thank you very much for the $100.00 contribution for
the Galla-Rini Memorial Fund.

“Ron and | are very grateful for everyone’s contributions
to Tony’s life. He was a very special father-in-law to me
and father to Ron, his only child.

“He is greatly missed.

“Thanks again and God bless all of you.

“Sincerely,
“Ron, Jan & Family”

Wanted

Items for the newsletter! Send me your articles: on playing tips, technique, accordion history, music theory (not too com-
plicated!), accordion history, events, personal experiences, photos—whatever might be of interest for the newsletter.

Call Val (510) 531-4836 or vtkacc@ifn.net.

Visit us at our new Website w.w.w.sfaccordionclub.com




October Meeting: Still Another All-Star Show!

With warm-up music by the always-entertaining Dennis
Stoscher, the meeting was off to a great start. Pres. Peter
T : Di Bono an-
nounced that we
 are looking for
volunteers to
i help with the
food, the sound
system, and the
meeting writeup.

First on the
musical program
was 7-year-old
saac Teich, a
very dedicated
student of Pe-
ter's. Isaac played Indian Song, reading the music himself,
and including a bass that sounded exactly like Indian tom-
toms—amazing! He also played New World Symphony by
Dvorak, one of my all-time favorite melodies. This young-
ster will go far with the accordion. He blew everyone away
with his poise
and confi-
dence as he
played these
two fairly com-
_ | plicated
| pieces, while

Dennis Stoscher and Josephine Hornbrook

ily cheered
him on. Con-
gratulations,
Isaac! And you
are now a
member of our
club and will
be receiving the newsletter for a year, no charge!

One of my personal favorite players, as | know she is
for many, is Sharon Walters Greyhosky. Sharon has
played Palmer-Hughes’ Nine Blind Mice for us before, but
we just can’t get enough of this enchanting set of varia-
tions on Three Blind Mice, emulating the styles of Strauss,
Mozart, and others. | crack up laughing every time | hear
it. Someday I’'m going to learn that piece, | just love it.
Sharon also played a solo ad-
aptation of Joe Morelli’s en-
semble arrangement of
Mancini’'s Charade; then, in
memoriam for the late Matthew
Lister, she played Bach’s Sin-
cerely | Desire. Then she
played the gorgeous modern
folk song Ashokan Farewell,
which our “Fun Band” also
plays as a duet arranged by
Joan Grauman.

| just love spirituals and play
a few of them myself—but not

Peter Di Bono and Isaac Teich

Sharon Walters Greyhosky
2

like Sharon! She played Nobody Knows the Trouble I've
Seen, Goin’ Home (which is the Dvorak melody that
Isaac played), and Deep River. Sharon played them so
beautifully! Last, she played a Bach piece that is often
played at celebratory occa-
sions, Bist Du Bei Mir. Abso-
lutely gorgeous! Thanks,
Sharon!

Next we were treated to an-
other great performance by the
Great Julio Morgani! | won't
even try to describe his cos-
| tume—just look at the pictures!
Amid jokes and stories about
sitting on sunglasses, being
accused of looking like Hitler
when he wore a certain mus-
tache as part of his costume,
and announcing that he is
down to 39 accordions from 40,
and other tidbits, Morgani
played Hernando’s Hideaway,
See the USA in Your Chevrolet
(after announcing that he
would be playing at Justin Her-
man Plaza in SF for Ford!!); Nuages; a waltz that he
played starting from three random notes; then, after
changing his head gear to one featuring a bird and au-
tumn leaves, he played Autumn Leaves; and then a
song from Cirque du Soleil that he has played for years
but doesn’t know the name. | just don't understand how
one can play so smoothly and confidently while wearing
these amazing costumes! | know | missed the title of at
least one piece that Morgani played but hope | got most
of them! What a
performance!

After Intermis-
sion, Peter an-
nounced that
SFAC member
Herb Meier and
his wife Sabine
are visiting from
Germany and in
fact just got off
the plane and
came straight to
our meeting! It
was great to see them again.

Dennis Stoscher was one of the winners of the draw-
ing. | didn't get the names of the other winners.

Next on the music program were Ron Borelli and his
student Bruce Kirschner, who played a series of Klez-
mer and gypsy pieces, in various styles of that part of
the world: Ukraine, Hungary, Romania, and even Tur-
key. These two played together so nicely, and the
rhythms got people clapping. Bruce was playing a MIDI
and Ron an amplified acoustic accordion. It was difficult
to get all the names of the pieces, but they included My
Dear Odessa, a Hora about a guy’s love for Odessa;

The Great Morgani

Herb and Sabine Meier

(Continued on next page, including more photos) —»



and a fast one called Der Heyser Bul-
gar. | find that Klezmer-type music
tends to grow on you—the more you
hear it the better you like it. It has
some absolutely fascinating rhythms.
For the final part of the program we
were in for a great treat. We haven’t
heard Ron Borelli and his sister, vo-
calist Carole Borelli, for quite a while,
and they’re long overdue! Ron played
alone first. Among his pieces were All
the Things You Are, Spanish Eyes,
Autumn Leaves, and Duke Ellington’s
Prelude for a Kiss. Then he played a
very fast Beer Barrel Polka with fancy
fingering. Ron is such a gifted player,

Bruce Kirschner

we love hearing him.

Ron and Carole together offered us Gershwin’s Our Love Is Here
to Stay; Bésame Mucho; and There’ll Never Be Another You. Every-
: : one chimed in to sing Happy Birthday to
. Bruce Kirschner (tomorrow). Then it
& was Group Participation Time: Down By

| the Boardwalk, in which the audience

. was told when to chime in. It was great
fun!

Everyone wanted more, so Ron and
Carole’s encore was Don’t Take Your
. Love From Me.
. Many thanks to all the stars of the
day, including our all-star volun- S

Ron and Carole Borelli

teers—Lucille, Isabelle, Evelyn—who
set up the magnificent buffet!
Val

The Welcome Table

Anna Nicora, Thelma & Rusty Bartoli, Henry Nicora A Very Proud Teich Family




A Letter from Verena La Mar-Grenn

SFAC member Verena wrote: “Dear Valerie,

“I thoroughtly enjoy reading your always newsy news-
letter. One can see that you spend an enormous
amount of time to get all the articles right, well written
and fascinating to read.

“'m sending you an article and story about the
“Schwyzeroergel’ published in last months’ Peninsula
Swiss Club mail. You might enjoy it since you play but-
ton accordion as well. (My dad was actually born in
Langenau in 1910 and always enjoyed good Landler
music.)

“l should also mention that my husband Walter (93)
and | have attended 2 (SFAC) concerts in the past 4
months and came home filled with music and apprecia-
tion for the dynamic players to make us smile until the
next one. Our first was still in the old venue, and the
last time we enjoyed the gorgeous view and the beauti-
ful weather at Oyster Point Yacht Club. The buffet
(yum) rounded out a perfect afternoon.

“It is Jim Holiday who introduced us to SFAC and he
is definitely an authority on the club. Evelyn filled in on
the other tidbits. We live in the same complex as Jim
since 1981.

“Thank you Valerie for doing such an ‘enjoyable
work for us.’

“Sincerely, Verena La Mar-Grenn”

Editor’s note: Thank you for your kind words,
Verena! We are so happy you are enjoying the club!
(Below is the article that Verena sent)

Schwyzeroergeli
By Claudio Bui

The basic mechanical principal of a Schwyzsroargeli, a free read,
is actually already thousands of years ofd. i s based on a reed

WordHas It . . .

... that Vince Cirelli had a recent heart scare that
had him in the hospital for a few days. We’re so thankful
that Vince is on the mend and will be back with us soon!
Vince, we love you and miss you!

. . . that the ACE Ensemble will be playing at Filoli
Gardens in Woodside on Monday, November 27 at
10:30 a.m. It is a half-hour program as Filoli has other
holiday musical entertainment as well, but we’re thrilled
to be invited to play at Filoli and thank Marian Kelly for
making it possible. ACE will also be playing at the club’s
Christmas meeting, and we have a couple of dates set
up at other venues in the early part of 2007. These will
be announced.

. . . that the SF Accordion Band (a.k.a. “The Fun
Band”) is back to having regular rehearsals, only now
Yours Truly (Val) is directing. It is quite an experience to
direct the band, and not just play in it! Sharon, we miss
you! We’re working on getting some nice music ready
for the club’s Christmas program. The Band is a dedi-
cated bunch of people, willing to brave impossible con-
ditions to get to Oakland from all over the Bay Area for
our rehearsals, and | am so gratified.

. .. that Joe Domitrowich and his Alpiners U.S.A.
will be playing in Santa Cruz and Newark on Nov. 18
and 19 respectively. See the Website
www.alpinersusa.com for details. Joe also plays solo as
“Capricious Accordion.” Visit www.capricious-
accordion.com for his schedule.

. . . that Henry Doktorski has the complete works of
Guido Deiro printed music available, individually (or as a
anthology in the next couple of years). Visit the Website:
www.stores.ebay.com/The-Classical-Free-Reed-Inc, or
E-mail: henrydoktorsrki @ yahoo.com; phone (724) 693-
8752. (One more on page 5) —»

that is actuated by an air siream, creating a sound as the reed
begins to vibrate. The first "accordion like” instruments appeared
in the middie of the 19" century, where increasing numbers of
such reeds were used and could be acluated in parallel. Cyrilt
Demian of Austria was the first to register a patent of an
“Accordion” in 1829, They started out with only 5 — 10 flaps, sach
of which created a different tone when air was pushed or pulled
through it

Johan Ulrich Herrmann was the first to build a Schwyzeroergeli in
1836, the “Langenauerf”. Although the initial version did not have

a resonance chamber, it exhibitad superior tone quality comparad
to prior instruments. The demand for such insiruments started to
rise, and by 1843 they had build more than 100 Langenauerfi,

A few vears later, Robert ften bormn in Unteraager starled sut modifying a Langenauerli, and

‘then ended up building Tis owrrimoproved version: in 1883, iten created the first instrumeant with

the name “Schwyzerorgel”. His instrurants were wall recaived and spread as far as the region
of Bar. Unfortunately, with iten's death, the quality of his instruments soon dacreased as well.

Three important ploneers of the Schwyzercergeli as wa know i today are Alols Eichhorn, Josef
Nusshaurner, and Ernst Salvisberg. Their instruments were made with so much crafismanship
that many of the original instrumants still work perfectiy today, 90 years fater,

These instruments and the “Volksmusik” that is played with them are still very popular, a3 ia
evident hy the still respactable number of manufacturers. Today thare ara stili about a docent
makers of Schwyzercergeil in Switzerland, and they are all stit made by hand. What a great
cantribution by all of these talented crafismen, without whom our coliure would hardly be as
unigue and rich as we stili enjoy today.

Very Sad News
Your Editor overlooked a very important but sad an-
nouncement in last month’s issue: SFAC member
Gwyn Lister's son Matthew was tragically killed in San
Francisco in September. Our sympathies and our
hearts go out to Gwyn on this tragic news.

Welcome New Members
Isaac Teich, age 7, of San Francisco, who enchanted
us with his musical accomplishment at the October meet-
ing.
Lily Germano of South San Francisco, who loves all
kinds of accordion music, but especially “Oldies,” Latin
and Tex-Mex.

Peninawta

PENINSULA SWISS CLUB

Newsletter No. 5 September 2006

Prosident: Wekier Guger Mowsidt

i AsHsiie Brion Ania Raiesn

ninsuiaswisselub.com

Your Executive Board Met . . .

... on Monday, October 9, 2006. The club cleared just
over $3,000 with membership renewals and new mem-
bers, but lost about $300 if you don’t count memberships.
Ed Massolo will be leaving the board and the Entertain-
ment Committee due to pressing family matters. He will
be sorely missed. We have programs lined up through the
end of the year. We welcome our new Secretary, Lore
Warren of Hayward, who will begin with us in November.




Excerpts from an Article from Bay News 9 in Tampa, Submitted by Michael Sanossian
Accordions Are Cool in One N.D. Town
Monday, October 23, 2006, WISHEK, N.D. (AP)

A few miles off the Lawrence Welk Highway is a community where the sound of “O Du Lieber Augustin” is as
common as anything by Britney Spears, Jay-Z or Garth Brooks. Wishek calls itself the “Sauerkraut Capital of the
World,” and German is almost as common as English. High school music teacher Janet Wolff isn’t afraid to teach the
accordion.

Her teenage students don’t balk at picking up the instrument or performing in an auditorium full of old-timers who
take their German traditions seriously. “It's something different,” said 17-year-old Kasandra Huber.”| though it would
be fun. And it is fun.”

Wishek High School has 110 students. Huber is one of seven who play the accordion.

Wolff, who grew up in the Minneapolis area, married a German with accordions after taking the teaching job in
Wishek in 1988. (She) started teaching accordion four years ago, using instruments borrowed from people in town.

Said Jason Hochhalter, 18, who looks like he would be more at home in a weight-lifting room than a music room,
“l was just going to play it for a day, and then | ended up keeping it.”

Helmi Harrington, who runs music studios in the Minneapolis suburb of Burnsville and in Superior, Wis., is the
Director of A World of Accordions museum in Duluth, Minn. She is not surprised to hear that teenagers in N.D. play
the accordion. “In the 1990’s there was a trend toward nostalgia, toward finding our roots in America,” she said.
“That always brings people back to ethnic connectors.” Harrington, who has played accordion for more than half a
century, said the instrument is unique in that it creates melody, harmony and rhythm like a piano or organ, but is
more portable. However, with its keyboard, pushbuttons and bellows, “it is a very difficult instrument to play well,”
said Harrington.

Wolff said she cannot envision teaching the accordion in a big city like Minneapolis, but has never had a student
in Wishek refuse to try it.

(Word Has It—Continued)

... .that Yours Truly (Val) had a couple of great experiences on a recent trip south to San Luis Obispo and Santa
Barbara: | had a wonderful lunch with SFAC member Phyllis Madonna of the Madonna Inn in San Luis Obispo. How
can | complain about being busy when Mrs.. Madonna is the busiest person | know! She also is beloved in the entire
county for her tireless efforts for various charitable causes. Her late husband Alex is similarly revered. The Madonnas
have been friends of my family for many, many years. Mrs. Madonna is also a singer and accordion player, and we
have played together on family occasions in past years.

On that same trip | met up with Heinz Trilck of the Accordion International Music Society (Santa Barbara’s ac-
cordion club). Heinz and | had lunch together in the Danish town of Solvang. We wanted to do some accordion playing
but didn’t know where it would be OK. We ended up putting our chairs on the street in the shade (the temperature was
around 85 degrees!) in front of Solvang’s Theaterfest building and became “buskers” We played for two solid hours
and had a blast! Some people danced to our music, others sang, one guy offered us colas, another said he wanted to
learn to play accordion. Little kids danced to “It's a Small World” and touched the keys and buttons with total delight.

Such fun! (Photos below). Please send me YOUR accordion stories for the newsletter!

A reminder . ..
For information on the
MAROCCO-BALLARINI
ACCORDION CAMP in
Mesa, AZ January 24-
28,2007:

Call (301) 279-8716
Or e-mail
marocco-

ballarini@comcast.net
Or visit
www.frankmarocco.com
There is also info on
page 4 of our October
newsletter

Phyllis Madonna and Val

“Busking” with Heinz Trilck
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RESTAURANT
Chinese Cuisine

Open 7 Days A Week
11:30G am 10 9:30 tn
{Sunday 1130am to 8:00 pm}

www.accordionexchange.com i:gnlslgi%m%%%‘i; :
. { H ] : Her;
1706 Howard Road Oakland, CA 94619 Te: (510) 531-1415

Madera, CA 93637

The SF Accordion Club warmly thanks |

Hunan Yuan Restaurant for offering us a gift certificate for the |
raffle at the picnic. To thank them we shall run their business- |
card ad for six months, or through the December issue. ‘

PLEASE REMEMBER TO

LEAVE THE MEETING HALL CLEAN
AND FREE OF FOOD, PAPER PLATES,
-~ NAPKINS, CANS, BOTTLES, ETC.

Announcement

SFAC member Skyler Fell invites you to MUSIC
NIGHT JAM at 7:00 p.m. every third Sunday of the
month at the Accordion Apocalypse Repair Shop Ware-
house, 2626 Jennings St., SF. (This is in the evening,
following our regular SFAC meetings, also on the third
Sunday—Ed.) For info call (415) 596-5952 or visit
Our Sincere Thanks www.AccordionApocalypse.com.

To those who have generously donated to the Club since the begin-
ning of this year. :
Donations that your Editor has heard about: : W BOBERDION A2nBy1yean
Jim Holliday (in memory of Ed Zaro); = . = ﬁLﬂﬁJJDJgJ? ‘J ﬁ"z"z YP‘)‘Q

Frances and Dominic Benedetto; Mark Zhagel (twice);

Robert Sprugasci (2 Raffle Ticket Scramblers);

Lee and Walt Woodall; Ken Nimmo; Johan and Marja Gullmes;
Sue Hirigoyen; Peter Di Bono; Bruce Kirschner % .
This list is cumulative throughout the calendar year. Int s Bt VDo 2626 Jennings Strect
Please let me know if you have contributed in 2006 and I ST A8 e/ San Francisco, CA 94124
did not print it—we want you to be recognized! i

415-596-5952

AccordionApacalypse@yahoo.com

PLEASE NOTE T e www. AccordionApocalypse.com

Club members are welcome at Executive Board
meetings anytime. Board meetings are generally AND MORE THANKS . ..
held at 6:30 p.m. at the Oyster Point Yacht Club . . . to Telmo Echeverria for helping with the folding,
on the Monday before a meeting. Always check labeling, stamping and mailing of newsletters; and to
with a board member (see last page) to confirm all the generous people who brought food to the
date & time if you wish to attend. meeting and helped with the serving. Even if we don’t
get all the names, your volunteer spirit is much
appreciated!
Some takes on the Bible by kids, including the misspell-
ings:
“In the first book of the Bible, Guinessis, God got
tired of creating the world so he took the Sabbath « WEDDING AND BIRTHDAY CAKES OUR SPECIALTY »
off.” FRENCH BREAD ITALIAN PASTRIES
“Adam and Eve were created from an apple tree. DONUTS AND DANISH PASTRIES
Noah’s wife was Joan of Ark. Noah built and (sic.)
ark and the animals came on in pears.” GALLI'S
“Lots wife was a pillar of salt during the day but a ball of SANITARY BAKERY
fire during the night.” RETAIL AND WHOLESALE
“Sampson was a strongman who let himself be led astray ORER MO - 9AT
by a Jezebel like Delilah.”
“Samson slayed the philistines with the axe of the 324 GRAND AVENUE TODD GALLI
Apostles.” SO. SAN FRANCISCO, CA 84080 {650) 588-2656




SFAC Evening Ensemble Practice
First and Third Wednesday of the month
at Ed Massolo’s home, 612 Lassen ST.,
South San Francisco
ON HIATUS—members will be notified when we start up again!

SFAC Band Practice

Nov. 29 and Dec. 13, 7 p.m. at Val Kieser’s Home in Oakland
Please join us!
Info: call Frank Schlotter (510) 339-1163
Or Valerie Kieser (510) 531-4836 vtkacc@ifn.net

U pefosa accordions

Castiglione Accordion and
Distributing Co. L.L. C.

Importers and Exporters
Featuring Castiglione, Beltuna, Scandalli, Guerrini,
Excelsior, Dallapé, Tyrolean and more
All types of accordions—piano, diatonic, chromatic but-
ton
New and Used -- MIDI and Electronics
Buy-Sell-Trade-Repair-Tune
johncast@bignet.net
http://www.castiglioneaccordion.com
Phone (586) 755-6050; FAX (586) 755-6339

| 313 N.E. 45th Strest

DUSTOMCRAFTED - sinee 1%

Free list of accordion music CDs, cassette:
and VHS tapes available upon request

~ visit our website: www.pefosa com ~

Seattie, WA 98105 {208} BI2-2700

Accordions International

"Home of the Concerto”
Simply the Best—Accordions & Service!
Offering the finest ltalian artisan accordions!

Straps, Cases, Music - Accordions New & Used
ew Modern Showroom & State of the art Repair facility

Piermaria, Scandalli, Burini, Pigini

. NEW ADDRESS
#1760 South 450 West,

Salt Lake City, UT 84115
Tel: 801-485-5840 Fax 801-487-7707
Website — Accordioninfo.com
Email - paul@accordioninfo.com

Pr. Bebs

Accordion Tuning and Repair
R, for sick accordions

Tel: (925) 294-9659
Livermore, CA

&hCe 7997

Smythe’s

Accordlon Center

New & Used Instruments
Repairs & Restoration
Accessories & Sheet Music

416 25th St. Oakland ,CA
510-268-4084

Thomas Bruno, Owner
accordiontom@yahoo.com

724-339-1507

932 Seventh Street
New Kensington, PA 15068

Expert Tuning & Repair Buy, Sell, Trade

Visit us ar www.brunoaccordions.com

1828
EL Caming Reat
Sure 404

Bauct Kmscrnes MO, | YWY

lemﬂ, MOLOGY . I

Bumtincame CA 94010

LAgzR Vision Carrect m

P4 B650-692-8788
Fx B50-682-5738

£ KIRSCHNER@ACL.COM




SFAC MEMBERSHIP N .
$30 per year, individual or family | : M
Mail check to S.F.A.C. President: Peter Di Bono
C/O Valerie Kieser (415) 753-1502 pdibono @hotmail.com
3437 Crane Way Vice President: Joe Smiell (510) 832-6938
Oakland, CA 94602 Treasurer: Robert Hansen (650) 756-3547
Admission to Meetings: $5 for members ' rhansen50@sbcglobal.net
$8 for each guest Secretary: Lore Warren )
(510) 783-2072; lorewarren @earthlink.net
Proposed New Ad Policy (to be confirmed) Directors for 2006-2007
A member may place one four-line ad for one month free of James Firpo (415) 648-3674
charge; after that the charge is $6.00 per issue; a business- Valerie Kieser (510) 531-4836 vtkacc @ifn.net (new)
card-size ad will cost $6.00 per issue or $60.00 per year; a Some directorships are open! Please volunteer!
quarter-page ad will cost $15.00; a half-page ad will cost Newsletter Editor: Valerie T. Kieser
$25.00; and a full-page ad will cost $40.00. A flyer advertising (510) 531-4836 vtkacc@ifn.net (New)
an event may be included in one issue for $25. The cost for ads
placed by non-members will be twice the above-quoted prices.

NEXT MEETING
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 19
PROMPTLY AT 2:00 PM.

OYSTER POINT YACHT CLUB

911 Marina Blvd., Oyster Point Marina
Oyster Point exit from 101; east on Oyster Point; right on Marina Blvd.,
through gate house-to sign “Oyster Point Yacht Club”’

Newsletter of the

San Francisco Accordion Glub
P.O. Box 318175

San Francisco, CA 94131-8175

www.sfaccordionclub.com

2006
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