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SUNDAY, March 15 ENTERTAINMENT: DON'T MISS
Two groups back by popular demand!
The Accordion Magic 5 from Sacramento:
Dave Chelini, Jim Shoemaker, Taffy Steffen, Vince Cukar, Roger Cromwell
And The Peter Di Bono Trio:
Peter Di Bono (accordion); Harriet Newhart (violin); Steve Hanson (bass)

President's Message The second half of the program will feature our own Peter Di
We are very pleased to be able to present so many en-  Bono, certainly one of the very best musicians around. Peter will
tertaining programs at our monthly musical meetings. We bring with him two excellent musicians to produce some very
are fortunate to live in an area where there are so many sweet sounds. Violinist Harriet Newhart and bassist Steve
fine musicians who are willing to share their talent withus.  Hanson complete the trio.
While some of them are our own members, we attract visi- April 19: To keep things in the family, we will have Peter's

tors from around the country and the world who play for us  brother Reno Di Bono who will bring his trio back for another of
when they are here. We constantly search for talent, and his outstanding programs featuring a variety of pop tunes, jazz,

we get Together as a board to work out a schedule. Of and a smattering of Italian music, with Reno doing the vocals.
course, our work is made easier when they contact us in- The second part of the program will see a return of the San
stead. And we gladly accept your suggestions of players Francisco Accordion Chamber Ensemble, with Joe Smiell con-
who might be interested in coming to us at some future ducting. Included among his original arrangements will be Cowboy
date. Just contact any board member with your ideas. Rhapsody, American Sketch, and Grande Marcia Italiana.

I thought you might like to know what is ahead for the May 17: Alex Roitman, a student of Peter Di Bono, will bring
next few months. This is a tentative schedule, subject to his tango band which he calls "Tangonero,” to the club for their
changes as needed. first appearance. We look forward to hearing them. Steve

March 15: our Sacramento-area-based group, the Accor- Balich from the North Bay will bring a few of the members of
dion Magic 5, will be back to play for us with some fine his band to play the second half of the program. Steve is well
new arrangements. They will also take furns playing solos. known to us and is one of the most beloved figures in the accor-
This group plays some great tunes, most of which are fa- dion community. He will have you dancing in the aisles, or at least
miliar o us, done in interesting arrangements. tapping your toes to his music. (Continued on page 5)

Directions to Oyster Point Yacht Club, 911 Marina Bivd_ South San Francisco
From 101 traveling either north or south, take Oyster Point exit. Turn right on Marina Blvd. (be careful not to turn right on Gull Drive,
Jjust before Marina Blvd.!). Continue past gate house to sign “Oyster Point Yacht Club.” There is plenty of parking and ramp access.

Our Website is again active and growing—check it out! www.sfaccordionclub.com




March Program—WOW!

President Frank Montoro introduced visitors Darnell
Howes and Bill Bates. Bill is president of the Deutscher
Musikverein, a club of German musicians who have a big
German brass band. This group has expressed an interest
in teaming with us on some project. The San Francisco
Accordion Band ("Fun Band") is working with Bill on a
proposed musical collaboration in September. Stay tuned!

Frank also introduced two young ladies who are work-
ing on a research project: Julie Caine, an independent
producer/journalist; and Marié Abe, a Ph.D. candidate in
ethnomusicology at UC Berkeley. Frank also pointed out
that two fine accordion repair people were present:
Vince Cirelli and Skyler Fell.

Our very able warm-up accordionist was none other
than Sue Hirigoyen. Nice job, Sue—thanks muchl

First on the day's program was a very special
presentation that was not musica// André Paris treated
us to the amazing but nonpolitical story of a very special
experience—one such as very few people ever have: He
was the personal guest of President Obama at the
presidential
inauguration. It is
a long, incredible
(but true) story;
but in a nutshell,
throughout his
life as a feacher
" and soccer coach,
André was very
supportive and
benevolent of
youth in need.

g Thirty-five years
ago, there was one
such youth in
| Hawaii—a young
boy by the name
of Barack Obama,
whom André took
under his wing,
coached and mentored, and the favor was not forgotten.
André was the special guest of the Obamas, not only for
the inauguration, but in the White House, including
breakfast at the same table (for 6) with the Obama
family. "Uncle André,” as Obama called him, was even
invited to play the accordion—and a gleaming Excelsior
appeared on a rolling table just for a stunned André to
play! He played three songs for the appreciative family.
There is much, much more to the story, but what an
adventurel André displayed several mementos of the trip
and passed around three photo album/scrap books. Wow!
No matter where one stands politically, or who the
President is, being invited privately to the White House
is a very high honor. Congratulations, André!

André Paris

Then we heard our first musical performance:

“Debbie and the Docs,” consisting of Debbie Knapp on
accordion, her hubby Jim (an ophthalmologist) on string
bass and Josh Di Chicacchio (who recently earned his
doctorate at the Eastman School of Music) on guitar. These
are all accomplished musicians, and they played just
beautifully. I probably missed some of the names, but they
started out with a Gavotteby J. S. Bach; then a "Homage to
Mozart" with Mozart's Rondo a /la Turca, the familiar and
lovely Fiir Elise. Debbie and Jim also performed some
popular music, with Jim on bass: La Vie En Rose, Pigalle (of
which Debbie dedicated the spaces to Joe Smiell—players in
the ACE Ensemble and the Fun Band will understand!),
Bésame Mucho, Torno a Surriento, Funiculli, Funicula with
clapping by the audience, Be/la Notte. Josh played a
beautiful solo,
Asturias by
Tsaac Albéniz.
They finished
up with an
American jazz
piece, Eulipians,
with a vocal by
Debbie, who
was playing the
left hand only!
What a classy
and profes-
sional
performancel!

Jerry Choate, who lives up in Chico, comes around
whenever he visits his sister in Emeryville, and we were very
happy to welcome Jerry, who plays music that we all love to
hear. Playing his Giulietti extended keyboard accordion,
amplified, he played That’s Amore, Always Happy Polka,
Edelweiss, Ain't She Sweet, Bye Bye Blackbird, More,
Spanish Eyes, Moonglow
as a medley with the
theme from Picnic,
Jennie's Mazurka (which
Steve Balich wrote for
his beautiful wife
Jennie), Your Cheatin’
Heart, and
Schneewalzer. Smooth,
relaxing and a delight to
hear—thanks, Jerry!

After the break and a
hearty HAPPY 90TH to
Jim Holliday, we were
treated o the Robert
Reich Trio a.k.a. Nice
Guy Trio, all young
people:: Robert of
course, on accordion;

Jerry Choate




Daniel Fabricant on bass and Darren Johnston on trumpet. Darren Johnston, the trumpetist; then Stardust (Hoagy

Robert started of f solo on his Titano accordion, playing
Balajo, a waltz by French composer Jo Privat. He played a
medley of Klezmer songs, and the audience clapped
enthusiastically to the beat of the fast one. Robert has
been playing accordion for a mere 8 years and is a real pro.

Carmichael); Fabbi's Footsteps, written by Daniel Fabricant
(bassist), The Balancing Actand Unicycle Cocek, both
composed by by Robert. There is a lot of talent among these
three young men.

We thank all of today's performers for an outstanding show!

Then the whole trio played, first Off the 6rid, written by Val and Ranady

The Robert Reich Trio: Dan\iel Fabricant,
Robert Reich, Darren Johnston

Don Nurisso

Rob Reich and Salane Schultz

Diane Blais and Taffy Steffen

those who are willing to receive it as a .pdf, please con-
tact any board member. Thanks very much!

Your Newsletter

We all like the "feel” of a solid piece of paper that we
can read at our leisure. However, our expenses are in-
creasing at an alarming rate, including another postage
increase this May. With the hope of not increasing dues
or gate fees, we hope that many of you will agree to re-
ceive your newsletter by e-mail. There are actually some
advantages: You get to see the photos in color, and you
can enlarge the page as large as you wish! We know that
many of you do not have e-mail and that' s OK; but for




Hey Folks, Where Are Our Manners?
During some of the performances last
month there was noisy conversation by some members in atten-
dance! Not only is it disrespectful to the performers, who work
very hard to provide us with quality music, but it is
disrespectful to everyone in the audience who has come
to hear the performers. If it is not possible to avoid carrying
on a conversation, please limit it to breaks and intermission or
remove yourselves to the bar area so as not to disrupt the

performers! Thank you.
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What's Coming Up in the Accordion World?
2009 National Accordion Convention March 12-15
Richardson, TX www.NationalAccordion. Org
Mario Pedone/Nick Ballarini Accordion Cruise
From April 5, 7-day Caribbean Cruise pallarini@sbcglobal.net

FOR SALE

20-Lb. La Melodiosa
MIDI Accordion
Hand-Made Reeds
Roland RA-90 sound module
Asking $2,500.00
Call Lou Casalnuovo (650) 756-4670

Petaluma Accordion Celebration Saturday and Sunday,
June 20 and 21. To participate or for info call Tom Cordoni
(707) 762-2231 or cordacc@aol.com
Joe Smiell's Button Box Camp
July 12-18, 2009 at Soda Springs in the High Sierras
Call Joe Smiell (510) 832-6938 or (707) 751-0525
Galla-Rini Accordion Camp 20th Anniversary
July 26-31. Campus of San Domenico Music Conservatory in
San Anselmo. Watch for details!

Las Vegas International Accordion Convention
October 19-22, Gold Coast Hotel & Casino
Phone (800) 472-1695 or email vegas@ AccordionInfo.com

FOR SALFE

La Scala accordicn
120 bass, black
14 treble switches, 7 bass switches
Sano amp, 2 hand mikes, vibrato
switch and 5 fake books of standards
$1,100 for all
Call Frank Splendorio (510) 547-3276

News from Mario Pedone
Mario has some new accordion music books

YOUR cLUB WANTS You /11

Don’t panic—but we want you to play for our musical
meetings! If you think you aren’t ready for the "big
time” (stage), please consider playing before the meet-
ing and/or during intermission! Don’t be shy—we are a
very forgiving, appreciative and supportive audience!

ready, including a CD: Accordion Books Music
Magic Vol. 5 & 6, with background music
(included). Some of the songs: Alexander's Rag-
time Band, Always, Blue Skies, Desafinado;
Don't Take Your Love from Me; From Russia
with Love; Love Is a Many-Splendored Thing;
Mister Sandman; New York, New York Por Una
Cabeza, Spanish Eyes—and on and on—too many
to name here. Val can tell you the other names.

Cost: $35 plus $3.00 S&H each.

The following TEACHER LISTING is posted on our Website:
Gene Bartolomei (209) 886-5532; Bart Beninco (707) 769-8744: Irving Cardoza (408) 264-9755; Ron Borelli (650) 574-5707:
Peter Di Bono (415) 753-1502; Lynn Ewing (650) 365-1700; Sharon Walters Greyhosky (415) 621-8284;
Lou Jacklich (510) 317-9510; Marjorie Konrad (707) 539-5308; Marian Kelly (650) 854-1896; Richard Yaus (650) 734-1565;
Norma Zonay-Parsons (408) 246-3073
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President’s Message (Continued)

In addition, there will be more individual players and
groups planning to play for us in the months ahead. We
are working to schedule the “Wild Irish Rovers” and
AbsolutAccord, for instance, and we have yet to com-
plete arrangements with others. An outstanding East
Coast accordionist, Amy Jo Sawyer, is interested in
coming to play for us while she is visiting out here. Also
an old friend of ours, Stas Venglevski, is planning a trip

Diane Blais: Nothing like wine &

accordion—what a combo! Darnell Howes and Bill Bates Randy wins bottle of wine in drawing

to the West Coast, and we hope to snag him if we canl

On August 16 we will have our annual club barbecue, and the
entire entertainment program will be up o you. We invite eve-
ryone who plays accordion to play a few tunes for us. If you
were with us last year you will remember the great time we
had. It's Open Mikel

So, come and enjoy! Remember it's every third Sunday of
the Month, 2:00 p.m. at Oyster Point Yacht Clubl

Frank Montoro

S

New Production Editor for our Newsletter! '

Message from SFAC Member Grigoriy Krumik

I have some thoughts that I'd like you to share
with our accordion community. My very famous in-
strument, the Russian Bayan, that I have played
since 1968, was made by special order with solid
reed plates of copper (all hand made). It has been
entirely repaired and restored by fellow SFAC mem-
ber Yakov Puhachevsky (we call him Jacob). Jacob
also contributes his free time to restore a Simon
Shtauber 1952 Hohner Atlantic III.

The accordion community thanks Jacob for his
personal contribution and tremendous job.

About Yakov Puhachevsky: He is a graduate of
Kishinev (Republic of Moldova) Music School (1972)
with honors. He holds a second degree in mechanical
engineering that he received in 1977 from Moldova
University.

Jacob studied accordion with Prof. I Birbrayer.
He worked as an accordion master craftsman in Ki-
shinev from 1964 until he emigrated to the US in
1991. Jacob has extensive experience in repair, res-
foration and tuning of various types of accordions,
Russian Bayans, diatonic accordions and more. The
accordion world needs to know about him. Grigoriy

Introducing Randall Hicks. Randy has been a member
of SFAC for a year now, and we are so very fortunate that
he has accepted to take on the job of Production Editor of
our Newsletter. Randy tells about himself . . .

By day, Randy works as a computer engineer for Oracle l
Corporation, but enjoys many (perhaps too many, by his own
admission) activities and hobbies from square dancing to
baking and candy making. He is always willing to take on a
challenge—just like when he picked up an accordion for the |
first fime in his life only 12 months ago (on a dare, mind
you). He is very happy to be able to contribute to this
great club, and hopes that you will be patient while he is
learning the ropes of desktop publishing (which includes
learning the computer software), and he also invites your
comments and suggestions.

Randy began studying piano at age 8, and in the early ‘
80's graduated from Lawrence Conservatory of Music in
Appleton, WI with a major in Vocal Performance—and, like
most musicians, he transitioned to a job as a bank teller,
which led him more or less to his present employer, Oracle
Corp.

Val adds: Randy also is a very important part of our “Fun
Band,” and is studying accordion with Lou Jacklich.

Welcome, Randy—and thanks for taking on this

challenging jobl!

(Photo of Randy above this article)



Welcome New Members News of the San Francisco Accordion Chamber Ensemble

The ACE Ensemble is hard at work on music for their
spring repertoire. The Ensemble will perform at the SFAC
musical meeting on Sunday, April 19 and also will be present-
ing a concert on Sunday, April 26 at 2:30 p.m. at the Unitar-
ian Universalist Fellowship Church, 2124 Brewster Ave., Red-
wood City.

News of the San Francisco Accordion Band

The "Fun Band" has several jobs lined up for the coming
months, including the Accordion Club of the Redwoods
“Spring Fling" on March 21 in Petaluma, the SVAS on the

The following members joined at the last

musical meeting:

Ed Soss of San Francisco, although he loves accor-
dion music, does not play accordion himself—but he
enjoys all kinds of accordion music, from classical to
European to Latin to Tex/Mex and Cajun/Zydeco.

Mr. & Mrs. Albert Moisio of Burlingame enjoy
mostly European music.

A Hearty WELCOME to Ed and the Moisios!

first Sunday in June, the Petaluma Accordion Celebration in
late June, and a tentative performance at the Park Chalet
restaurant in San Francisco (in conjunction with the
Deutscher Musikverein)

Your Executive Board Met . . .
On Monday, February 23. The board is working on finaliz-
ing the parameters of our Scholarship Program, which is
supported by donations and half of the prize money from

our drawings. (More about the Scholarship Program to the

right, next column.) Other subjects covered: insurance, of - Your SFAC Scholarship Program

fering the newsletter in e-mail form to save money:; per- Scholarships will be awarded each April and October. Applica-
former expenses; publicity including an ad in the Texas Con-  tions must be received by the end of the previous month (March
vention program; and upcoming programs. Financially we're and September). Ask any board member for scholarship applica-
sound. tions, which also will be available at meetings.
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FEETEVNENY

JOHN CASTIGLIONE Director

13300 E. 11 Mile Rd. Suite A
Warren Mi. 48088-1367

Tel: 586 755 6050 EMail johncast@bignet net
Fax 586 755 6339 internet www.castiglioneaccordions.com
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www.accordionexchange.com

1706 Howard Road
Madera, CA 93637

When Do Our Fellow Accordion Clubs in the Bay Area
(and slightly beyond) Meet?

Accordion Club of the Redwoods (ACR) regularly meets on the third Monday of the month,
Hermann & Sons Hall, 860 Western Avenue, Petaluma. Contact: Kris Nelson Arisnelson@aol.com or
(707) 795-4860.

Silicon Valley Accordion Society (SVAS) meets on the first Sunday of the month, 1:30 p.m. at
Harry's Hofbrau, 390 Saratoga Avenue between Keily Blvd. and Stevens Creek Blvd. Contact: Bill

Topogna (408) 984-5290. A m
Golden State Accordion Club (6SAC) has three chapters: The Vacaville club meets on the sec- Ma”!”
ond Tuesday of the month at 6:30, at Creekside Bar & 6rill, 555 Main street, Vacaville. The Hum- M?MB gg»

boldt Club meets on the third Tuesday, 7:00 p.m., Humboldt Swiss Club, 5403 Tompkins Hill Road,

Loleta, CA 95551, The Sacramento group meets on the fourth Wednesday of the month at the ol

Dante Club, 2330 Fair Oaks Blvd., Sacramento. Contact for all the 6SAC Chapters: Carole Ennek- @Em& m

ing (707) 864-2359. Accordion Repairwoman
Good Time Accordion Club (6TAC) meets on the second Wednesday of the month 7:00 p.m. in Performer

the Escalon Community Center, 1055 Escalon Avenue, Escalon. Contact: (209) 545-3603. by appointment
Northern California Accordion Society (NCAS) meets 6:30 p.m. on the first Wednesday of the 2626 Jennings Street

month at Lutheran Church Hall, 6365 Douglas Blvd, off Highway 80 in Granite Bay, CA. Contact: S Famcione, 4. 94124

Vince Cukar (916) 791-3041. 415-596-5952

accordionapocalypse@yahoo.com
www.accordionapocalypse.com




Our Sincere Thanks

To those who generously donate to the Club.
Each year we start a new cumulative list of donors. If you do-
nate in 2009 and your name doesn't show up in this column,
please call Val (510) 531-4836 or vtkacc@ifn.net and let me
know. We want to be sure you are recognized! Thanks! These
donations are very much appreciated. So far this year your Edi-
for has learned of donations from: Maryanne Romanowski and
her firm, which is CareZ.com Inc.; Amil Samayoa; Randall
Hicks, Alexander Roitman, Bruce Kirschner; Michael Sanos-
sian;

SF Accordion Band Practice

Wed., March 18 and Wed. March 25 7 p.m.
at Val Kieser’s Home in Oakland

CALL AHEAD because sometimes there are changes!! Please join
us! Info: call Val (510) 531-4836

1828
EL Caming Reat
Suite 404

BRUCE KirscHner. M.D.
OPHTHALMCLOSY
Las2R Vision CoRRECTION

Burtinaame CA 94010

>

PH. B50-692-6788
Fx 650-692-8798

£ KIRSCHNER@AOL.COM

&./70@ 7997

Smythe’s
Accordion Center

New & Used Instruments
Repairs & Restoration
Accessories & Sheet Music

416 25th St. Oakland ,CA
510-268-4084

Pe i,

petosa accordions
CUSTOMCRAFTED - SINCE 1922

313 NE 45th Street + Seattle, WA 98105
(206) 632-2700 phone
(206) 632-2733 fax
www.petosa.com

PLEASE REMEMBER TO
EAVE THE BEAUTIFUL YACHT CLUB
MEETING HALL CLEAN
AIND FREE OF FOOD, PAPER PLA
NAPKINS, cUPS, ETC. 111/
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Accordions International

“Home of the Concerto”
Simply the Best—Accordions & Service!
Offering the finest Italian artisan accordions!

Straps, Cases, Music - Accordions New & Used
New Modern Showroom & State of the art Repair facility

Piermaria, Scandalli, Burini, Pigini

NEW ADDRESS
1760 South 450 West,

Salt Lake City, UT 84115

Tel: 801-485-5840 Fax 801-487-7707
Website — AccordionInfo.com
Email - paul@accordioninfo.com

"Where is my friend playing?” contact:
* Steve Balich North Bay (707) 874-3494 * Ron Borelli Peninsula (650) 574-5707 rborelli@aol.com
* Renée de la Prade Culann's Hounds, San Francisco www.sfhounds.com.

* Richard Denier in Carmel rdenier@sbcglobalnet * Peter Di Bono San Francisco peterdsf®agmail.com
* Reno Di Bono South Bay ourkike@aolcom * William De Michelis South Bay wdd777@comcast.net

* Bruce Kirschner and The Klezmakers Kirschner@aol.com

* Joe Domitrowich South Bay www.capricious-accordion.com or www.alpinersusa.com * Don Nurisso nurisso@mindspring.com

* Mike Zampiceni South Bay eclecticquy@comcast.net

* Zighi Baci San Francisco (Sheri Mignano) www.zighibaci.com or e-mail zighi@sonic.net
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SFAC MEMBERSHIP SFAC Officers
$30 per year, individual or family
Mail check to S.F.A.C.

C/O Valerie Kieser

President: Frank Montoro
(650) 574-4757 akordn@earthlink.net

3437 Crane Way Vice President: Lynn Ewing (650) 365-1700
Oakland, CA 94602 ewinglynn@sbcqglobal net
Admission to Meetings: $5 for members Secretary: Lore Warren
$7 for each guest (510) 783-2072; lorewarren@earthlink.net

Treasurer: Maryanne Romanowski
maromanowski@yahoo.com

SFAC Newsletter Ad Policy SFAC Directors
Members may place one small ad for one month free of Aldo Argenti (650) 368-8791
charge in a given year; after that the charge is $6.00 per is- aldos jazz@netzero. net

sue. A business-card-size ad costs $6 per issue or $60 per
year for members; a quarter-page ad costs $15.00 for mem- Gus Greyhosky (415) 621-8284

bers; a half-page ad costs $25 for members. A full-page ad gusgrey@mac.com
costs $50.00 for members. Discount available for ongoing Sharon Walters-Greyhosky (415) 621-8284
ads. Ads placed by non-members will cost twice the above- swaltersqrey@comcast.net

quoted prices. A flyer advertising an event may be included

in one issue for $25 for members, $30 for non-members. Newsletter Editongnd Director: Valerie Kieser

(510) 531-4836 vtkacc@ifn.net

NEXT MEETING: s
Sunday, March 15, 2009 ) '
2:00 Oyster Point Yacht Club

Newsletter of the

San Francisco Accordion Glah/

P.O. Box 318175
San Francisco, CA 94131-8175
www.sfaccordionclub.com
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